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loaded aboard the S.S. Sheldon Lykes is the first electric

- -

s

locomotive ever operated by the Italian State Railways.

The 70-ton locomotive was brought to New Orleans aboard the "Sheldon" from where it was transporied by rail to the National Museum
of Transport in St. Louis. At the museum it will be on permanent display along with other objects relating to man's progress in the

fields of transportation and communication.

An Ancient Italian Locomotive
Crosses Atlantic Via Lykes

After fifty-two years of ser-
vice, TItaly’s first electrically-
driven locomotive will find a
permanent resting place on dis-
play at the National Museum of
Transport in St. Louis, Missouri.

Old number 550.025, as the en-
gine was designated by the Ital-
ian State Railways, was brought
to New Orleans from Genoa,
Italy, aboard the S.S. Sheldon
Lykes, discharged from the ship
at the Nashville Avenue Termi-
nal of Lykes Bros. Steamship
Co., Inc., and was transported to
St. Louis by rail.

The locomotive, which is small
by today’s standards, weighs 70-
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tons, is 32-feet long, 10-feet wide
and 14-feet high. It made its
first run from Genoa in 1910
and continued in service with
the Italian railway system until
it was retired in 1962,

Steep grades, tunnels where
smoke limited visibility and
made steam locomotives a haz-
ard, and the lack of adequate
coal resources were the primary
considerations which brought
about the adoption of early elec-
trification by the Italian rail-
roads.

The engine is geared for heavy
pulling in mountainous terrain
and has a top speed of 31 miles

per hour. The electric traction
motors operate on the triphasic
(two wire) system, a method
employved by several other Euro-
pean installations.

The National Museum of
Transport, a nonprofit educa-
tional institution concerned with
the development of the technolo-
gy and design of history’s vari-
ous methods of transportation
and communication, features
displays of locomotives, railway
cars, automobiles, street cars,
buses, trucks, horse drawn ve-
hicles and related accomplish-
ments that led to the movement
of people, things and ideas.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FIRST ITALIAN ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVE FOR TRANSPORT MUSEUM

Italy's first electric locomotive, No. E.550.025, is now
on display at the National Museum of Transport in St. Louis Countv,
museum president Charles P, Stanley aﬁnounced today. The Italian
State Railways initiated electric rail service with this locomotive
out of Genoa in 1910, and retired it from duty in 1962. Italy
subsequently donated the veteran locomotive to the National Museum
of Transport.

Mr. Stanley said that the shipment of the 70 ton locomotive
was made possible through the generosify‘of Lykes Brothers Steamship
Lines, the Illinois Central Railroad, the Terminal Railroad Association
of St. Louis, the Missouri Pacific Railroad and other contributors.
The relic arrived at New Orleans aboard the M. S. Sheldon Lykes on
7 January 1968. It was then loaded aboard an Illinois Central flat

car for the trip to the museum at Barretts Station.

The locomotive is geared low for heavy pulling in mountair >us
terrain: top speed is 31 miles per hour. The electric traction
motors operate on the triphasic (2 wire) system, which is used in
several Furopean installations. The E.550.025 is an important
addition to the collection both as an historical item and as an

examnle of locomotive design not to be found in the United States.

A group of civic, business and museum officials received the
locomotive from representatives of Italy in a brief ceremony today

at the museum on Barretts Station Road.
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An historic electric locomotive, the first
ever to be used in ltaly in 1910, was
shipped from Genoa on the S/S SHEL-
DON LYKES via New Orleans to the
National Museum of Transport in St.
Louis recently. The Italian State Rail-
ways donated the 70-ton relic to the
museum, and Lykes Bros. Steamship
Line, the lllinois Central Railroad and
other contributors furnished transporta-
tion, The ship-to-barge, barge-to-rail-
car movement was handled by T. Smith
and Son, stevedores, at the Nashville
Avenue wharf. D. C. Andrews & Co.
of New Orleans and Koeller-Struss Co.
of St. Louis were custom house brokers
for the shipment.






