
13. Test fit the mechanism, inserting it from the 
top of the underframe. 

14. Make any final adjustments to the size and 
shape of the opening. 

15. When you are satisfied with the fit, remove the 
mechanism and apply a small amount of thick 
CA in the angle formed by the intersection of 
the side sill and the underframe (again, on the 
top of the piece). 

16. Insert the Tomix mechanism fully; clamp the 
work while the adhesive sets. 

Here's a photo of the installed coupling mechanism as 
viewed from the underside (and with the outboard 
wheelset reinstalled).  Only one-third of the mechanism 
protrudes below the underframe, leaving plenty of 
room for the wheels. 

 

17. Since the top of the mechanism protrudes 
above the top of the underframe, file away 
approximately one-half of the thickness of the 
interior piece (at the ends only). 

18. Reinstall the weight and trap it in place by 
snapping the interior to the underframe. 

Mind the orientation; there's a guide pin near one of 
the latches to prevent you from installing the interior 
backwards. 

19. Finish reassembly of the coach by installing 
the body shell on the underframe. 

These three photos demonstrate the appearance of 
coaches connected with a close-coupling mechanism 
(beginning to the right and moving clockwise – try to 
ignore the truck orientation): on the straight, on a 
curve, and on a reverse or ‘S’ curve.  
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